
Overview
As of February 18th, governors in 41 states have given a 
State of the State address (not all governors are scheduled 
to give an address this year). These speeches have included 
a wide-range of spending and revenue proposals. On 
the spending side, many governors have highlighted the 
importance of education and have introduced proposals to 
expand prekindergarten programs, restore some previous 
cuts to K-12, and increase investments in higher education, 
with a specific focus on performance. Governors have also 
noted the importance of worker training as a means to 
promote economic development. Infrastructure has been 
another area of emphasis, with many governors calling 
for increased funding for roads and bridges. Additionally, 

governors have discussed healthcare in their addresses, 
with some governors calling on the legislature to expand 
Medicaid, while others are examining a state specific 
solution to increase coverage. On the revenue side, several 
governors have proposed tax reform including tax breaks 
for seniors, restructuring property taxes, corporate tax 
changes, and reducing income tax levels. Finally, governors 
have discussed the need to increase the size of rainy day 
funds and make further pension reforms.

Below are state-by-state summaries of State of the State 
addresses with links to the speeches. 

If you would like additional information please contact 
Brian Sigritz at 202-624-8439.
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Alabama’s governor stressed the importance of job creation and worker training, called for an expansion of pre-
kindergarten programs, and stated his support for a raise for teachers and a conditional raise for state employees. The 
governor also reiterated his opposition to Medicaid expansion.

Alaska’s governor focused on education calling for an increase in education funding, private vouchers, and the expan-
sion of charter schools. Additionally, the governor called for the building of a gas line and transferring funds from 
reserves to help address the state’s unfunded pension liability.

Arizona’s governor called on legislators to pass a reforms package to boost the state’s business competiveness, including 
eliminating a tax on manufactures for power used to create their products, sought support for an education funding 
proposal based on performance and outcomes, and called for an overhaul of the state’s child protection system in her 
address.

California’s governor discussed the state’s recent fiscal improvements, while also calling on the legislature to maintain 
fiscal discipline including paying down debts and maintaining a health rainy day fund.  The governor also discussed 
recent education and criminal justice reforms, as well as current water demands.

mailto:bsigritz@nasbo.org
http://governor.alabama.gov/newsroom/2014/01/governor-bentleys-2014-state-state-address/
http://gov.alaska.gov/parnell/press-room/full-press-release.html?pr=6713
http://azgovernor.gov/dms/upload/GS_011314_SOTS2014.pdf
https://www.gov.ca.gov/news.php?id=18373
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http://www.colorado.gov/cs/Satellite?c=Page&childpagename=GovHickenlooper%2FCBONLayout&cid=1251649620018&pagename=CBONWrapper
http://www.governor.ct.gov/malloy/cwp/view.asp?A=11&Q=539440
http://www.governor.ct.gov/malloy/cwp/view.asp?A=4010&Q=539448
http://governor.delaware.gov/speeches/2014StateOfTheState/index.shtml
http://news.delaware.gov/2014/01/23/governor-markell-sets-agenda-for-unleashing-the-potential-of-delawareans/
https://gov.georgia.gov/press-releases/2014-01-15/deal-deep-freeze-over-georgia%E2%80%99s-economy-warms
http://governor.hawaii.gov/blog/2014-state-of-the-state-address/
http://governor.hawaii.gov/blog/governor-affirms-hawaiis-fiscal-health-in-state-of-the-state-address/
http://gov.idaho.gov/mediacenter/speeches/sp_2014/State%20of%20the%20State%202014%20%282%29.pdf
http://gov.idaho.gov/mediacenter/press/pr2014/1%20Jan/pr_04.html
http://www2.illinois.gov/gov/Documents/State%20of%20the%20State/2014%20SOTS%20ADDRESS.pdf
http://www.in.gov/gov/2014stateofstate.htm
https://governor.iowa.gov/2014/01/gov-branstad-delivers-2014-condition-of-the-state-iowa-is-working/
https://governor.ks.gov/media-room/media-releases/2014/01/16/2014-state-of-the-state-of-kansas
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http://governor.ky.gov/Speeches/20140107_SOTC.pdf
http://www.maine.gov/tools/whatsnew/index.php?topic=Gov_Speeches&id=614018&v=article2011
http://www.governor.maryland.gov/blog/?p=9788
http://www.governor.maryland.gov/blog/?p=9782
http://www.mass.gov/governor/pressoffice/speeches/0128-governor-patrick-delivers-state-of-the-commonwealth.html
http://www.mass.gov/governor/pressoffice/pressreleases/2014/0128-state-of-the-commonwealth.html
http://michigan.gov/documents/reinvent/2014-State-of-State-Transcript_445060_7.pdf
http://michigan.gov/documents/reinvent/SOTS-2014-highlights-final-1-16-v2_444939_7.pdf
http://blog.gulflive.com/mississippi-press-news/2014/01/gov_phil_bryant_discusses_publ.html
http://governor.mo.gov/news/archive/gov-nixon-delivers-2014-state-state-address-0
http://governor.nebraska.gov/news/2014/01/docs/0114_SOTS-FINAL_Reading.pdf
http://governor.nebraska.gov/news/2014/01/15_state_of_state.html
http://www.governor.nh.gov/media/speeches/state-of-state-2014.htm
http://www.governor.nh.gov/media/news/2014/pr-2014-02-06-state-of-state.htm
http://www.state.nj.us/governor/news/news/552013/approved/20130114c.html
http://governor.state.nm.us/uploads/PressRelease/191a415014634aa89604e0b4790e4768/Governor_Susana_Martinez_Delivers_State_of_the_State_Address.pdf
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http://www.governor.ny.gov/press/01092014-transcript-2014-sos
http://www.governor.ny.gov/press/01082014-agenda-outline-for-2014
http://www.ok.gov/governor/State_of_the_State_Address.html
http://www.ok.gov/triton/modules/newsroom/newsroom_article.php?id=223&article_id=13474
http://www.pa.gov/Pages/NewsDetails.aspx?agency=Governors%20Office&item=15243#.UvvaSYWa84K
http://www.governor.ri.gov/newsroom/speeches/sosaddress/SOS_2014.php
http://www.thestate.com/2014/01/22/3221429/gov-nikki-haley-delivers-state.html
http://sd.gov/governor/docs/2014%20State%20of%20State%20transcript.pdf
http://www.tn.gov/stateofthestate/
http://www.tn.gov/stateofthestate/files/2014/020314%20HASLAM%20UNVEILS%20HISTORIC%20%27TENNESSEE%20PROMISE%27.pdf
http://www.utah.gov/governor/docs/stateofstate/2014StateoftheStateAddress.pdf
http://www.utah.gov/governor/news_media/article.html?article=9669
http://governor.vermont.gov/newsroom-state-of-state-speech-2013
http://governor.vermont.gov/newsroom-state-of-state-speech-2013
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http://www.washingtonpost.com/local/virginia-politics/full-text-mcdonnells-state-of-the-commonwealth-address/2014/01/08/fd129256-78b8-11e3-af7f-13bf0e9965f6_story.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/local/virginia-politics/full-text-virginia-gov-terry-mcauliffes-speech-to-the-joint-assembly/2014/01/13/7beeb4be-7ca7-11e3-93c1-0e888170b723_story.html
http://governor.wa.gov/news/speeches/2014StateOfTheState.aspx
http://governor.wa.gov/news/releases/article.aspx?id=191
http://www.governor.wv.gov/media/pressreleases/2014/Pages/GOVERNOR-DELIVERS-STATE-OF-THE-STATE-ADDRESS.aspx
http://walker.wi.gov/newsroom/speech/2014-state-state-address-blueprint-prosperity
http://walker.wi.gov/newsroom/press-release/governor-scott-walker-outlines-blueprint-prosperity
http://governor.wy.gov/Documents/2014%20State%20of%20the%20State%20Address.pdf
http://governor.wy.gov/media/pressReleases/Pages/GovernorMead%E2%80%99sStateofStateWyoming%E2%80%99sStrengthMeansOpportunity.aspx
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